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interpreted. It is a very interesting fact that such habits
do not necessarily lead to general mental dullness so much
as to lack of energy and mental apathy which shows it-
self in the inability to concentrate and maintain attention.
For this reason tests which are rapidly completed are
performed satisfactorily, in contradistinction to failure
on work which requires continuity of purpose and steadi-
ness of attention. Because of this, such cases may readily
be confused with problems of true special defect. The
retesting of such individuals is a matter of extreme in-
terest, for we have noted again and again that with the
conquering of bad habits there results great improvement
on mental tasks.

Practically the only major psychosis that requires
differentiation from special defect among adolescents is
dementia prsecox. Where other insanities occur, where
there is melancholia or mania, the symptoms are so pro-
nounced that there can be no doubt of the diagnosis.
As for dementia prcecox, how can it be distinguished
from special defect? We know that this mental disease
is characterized by lack of energy and diminution in the
power of application; there is usually great torpidity
and inattention, while the association processes are dis-
turbed, especially from the standpoint of time reactions.
But the individual's attitude toward the world in
general is the main characteristic which leads to sus-
picion of aberration, and in this respect individuals suffer-
ing from dementia praecox are so unlike normal individ-
uals with special defect that there is little likelihood of
making an error if one keeps in mind the special traits
which distinguish this psychosis. In this connection it
must ever be remembered that mental aberration may
affect test results to such an extent that it becomes
impossible to determine how innately capable an in-
dividual really is. Diagnosis in regard to native capacity